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45TH CONGRESS,}

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

2d Session.

REPORT
{

No. 619.

THE TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD.

APRIL

17, 187tl.-Committerl to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Uuion and ordered to be priuted.

Mr. HousE, from the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, submitted the
following

REPORT:
['l'o accompany bill H. R.

4:~98 .]

The Committee Oll the Pacific Railroad, to whom were referred H. R.
bills Nos. 1919, 1964, 2031, 2118, aud 2573, having had the same under
consideration, beg leave herewith to report back a substitute therefor.
The object of the bill which accompanies this report is to secure the
cheap and speedy completion of a main trunk-line of railway from the
eastern bank of the Mississippi River to San Diego, on the Pacific
coast. Howe,~er desirable it may be to the impoverished sections of the
country more immediately interested in this transcontinental line to
have the branches constructed, which various friends of the measure
have hitherto advocated, the committee have thought it more in harmony with the national character of this great enterprise to make no
appeal to the government for aid to such branches, believing that the
wants and demands of trade, commerce, and travel will secure the construction of all branches which may be found necessary to supply those
wants and answer to those demands. They therefore present a bill
which asks the friendly assistance of the government in the building of
only a main trunk-line, unincumbered with any branches whatever;
and it is with confidence submitted that no application has ever been
made to the governmeut for aRsistance to any public enterprise more
just and reasonable in its provisions than that contained in the bill presented by the committee. A fair and candid scrutiny of its provisions
is respectfully and earnestly iuvoked.
The bill, in its main features, omitting details, is as follows, viz:
A. POS'l'A.L AND MILITARY ROUTE.

It provides that the road shall be maintained and operated as an
open higllway and as a postal aud military route, at fair and reasonable
rates for government service, to be adjusted by the Secretary of War
and Postmaster General or Secretary of the Interior, in conjunction
with the proper officers of the road.
COMBINATIONS WITH OTHER LINES.

It prohibits the company from entering into any combination, contract, or arrangement with any through transcontinental line for the
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transportation of freight or passengers, under penalty of forfeiting its
charter; and commissioners of the government are fully authorized to
inspect the books of this and all counecting companies, with a view to
ascertain or discover any infringement of this provision of the law, aud
for this purpose are also authorized to examine parties nuder oath.
CHARGES FOR FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS.

It provides that rates for through-freight and passengers on the main
trunk-line and all connecting liues sl!lall be fair and reasonable, and
Congress is empowered to regulate those rates aud to exercise supervision and control over the management of the road. It was thought
proper that this power should be given over a road which the government, by its aid and credit, assists in building, that its own intereRt aud
that of the public might be protected against the rapacity which corporations uncontrolled and without responRibility to any one have shown
themselves too prone to exercise toward the traveling public and those
who ship freight over their lines.
DISCRIMINATION.

It further provides that all lines of railway now connecting or which
may hereafter connect with this road shall be put on an equalit.v as to
all consigned through-business, and no unjust discrimination in charges
shall be made by or against either, and that this road and all connecting lines shall be operated under such regulations and restrictions as to
form one continuous line for freight and passengers. Remedies by immediate action i!l the United States district or circuit courts, on the
part of any person aggrieved, are provided.
GUARANTEE OF INTEREST ON BONDS.

It authorizes the company to execute and deposit with the Secretary
of the Treasury construction-bonds at the rate of $20,000 per mile for
1,150 miles, and at the rate of $35,000 per mile for 250 miles through
the mountainous portion of the route, said bonds to mature in fifty years
and to bear 5 per cent. interest. The government is to guarantee the
payment of the interest on these bonds, but such guarantee is in no
event to extend beyond the period of the maturity of the bonds. Whenever ten consecutive miles of road are completed, examined, and approved by a commission appointed by the President, who shall ascertain
the actual cost of the same, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized
to issue to the company their bonds to the extent only of the cost of
construction and equipment of such section, not to exceed per mile the
amount named in the act.
To indemnify and save harmless the government for this guarantee,
the following securities are provided:
SECURITIES li'OR THE GUARANTEE.

1st. A first lien is given upon all the franchises and property on the
line to be constructed, as a security for the guarantee of the interest
and to provide a sinking-fund for the ultimate payment of the bonds.
2d. As a further security the government retains in its hands aU that
the company may earn for the transportation of government troops.
stores, and supplies, and for mail and telegraplJic service.
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3d. The entire net-earnings of the road, if the same should be necessary, are to be paid on the guaranteed interest, and to pro\ide for the
sinking-fund.
4th. All the lands hitherto granted to the company by the government are to be reconveyed to the government, the government being
thus authorized to throw the same open at once to settlement, and to
sell the same under Its own regulations at the price established by law
for government lands in railroad reservations, one-half the proceeds of
the sale of said lands to be entered to the company's credit on the
guaranteed interest. Tbe reservations to the company will thus be
thrown open at once to settlers, thereby preventing their being wit.h. held from settlement b.v any desire on the part of the company to speculate in the lands. The company will be thus interested in promoting,
by facilities afforded in the way of transportation and otherwise, a speedy
sale of the lands and settlements thereon. Besides, it may be remarked
that a large portion of the lands within the reservation belt are better
adapted to grazing than to any other purpose. Such lands will generally be desired in large bodies; with the government and the railroad
owning alternate sections, as is the case under existing laws, it will be
found very difficult to dispose of the same in bodies large enough to suit
purchasers; but with the title to the whole in the government all such
difficulties and embarrassments in the sale of such lands will be obviated,
and thus will the government be relieved of all trouble and delay in
separating the mineral lands, which it reserves, from the railroad lands.
5th. As a further indemnity against loss by the government, the company is required to execute and deposit with the Secretary of the
Treasury bonds at the rate of $5,000 per mile for the fourteen hundred
miles between Fort Worth and San Diego, to be held by the government
and sold at any time to meet any default or deficiency by tlJe company
in paying the interest guaranteed by the government.
The financial · crisis of 1873, which prostrated so many interests and
ruined so many fortunes, crippled all railroad enterprises, and has made it
impos~ible to negotiate railroad securities in any of the money markets
of the world, except at a heavy if not ruinous <liscount. By this financial storm the Northern Pacific was swept into bankruptcy, its mortgages
foreclosed, and the purchasers at the mortgage-sale are now here asking
the same subsidy to complete the work that was originally granted to
that line. Up to this crisis the Texas and Pacific Company was pro~eeding in the construction of its road with the confident belief and hope
that they would be able to cousummate the great work without any further appeal to the governmeut for aid; and without any assistance from
the government they have now in successful and profitable operation
444 miles of road, with its we~tern terminus at Fort 'Vorth. 'fhe gov~rnment's guarantee of interest on the lJonds of the company will enable
the company to negotiate them at par, and thus to push to a speedy
completion, on cheap and favorable terms, this great enterprise, wlJich
will form the cbeapest, ~hortest, and bi:'St highway betw ~-> eu the two
oceans that bas been or can lJe constructed ou tbis contiuent, and this,
too, as tlJe committee confidently claim, without tbe lo:ss of a dollar to
the goYern ment.
By its ll:'gislation, Congress has declarf'd the n~'cessit,\' for three transcontineutal Jines of railway, one to afford facilities to the northern,
another to the ct>ntral, and the other to the southern portions of t.he
Union. To tlte tir~t, the Northern Pacific, a grant of about 47,000,000
of acres of land, the most of which is equal to auy lauds on this continent, has been gi\ren. Tb.e second, the Union Pacific, and the Central
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Pacific, with their branches, have received governmPnt aid in lands
amounting to upward of 50,000,000 of acres, and in bonds amounting to
upward of $64,000,000, on which the government has paid$-- interest.
The third, the Texas Pacific, has received a grant of lands estimated
at about 18,000,000 acres. One of these routes has been constructed,
and is in operation to-day. The munificent land-grant to the other, it
is confidently asserted by its friends, will enable that company to complete its line, if the legislation which they now ask of Congress is given.
The aid to the Texas Pacific falls far below the magnificent endowments
bestowed by the government on either of the other two transcontinental lines, and' is well known to be who1ly insufficient to construct that
line-so clearly insufficient that a rival corporation think~ it not an unreasonable request to ask of Congress the entire grant, with which to
construct about one-third of the line which is required to be built in
order to connect the Mississippi River with the Pacific. It is true, two
of these lines are in. the North, and the other in the South. The aid to
the two Northern lines stands out in bold and striking contrast to that
granted to the Southern line. No reason, jn a sound public policy, can
be found for the government to grant sufficient aid to accommodate one
section of the country and deny it to the other. Whatever adds to the
wealth and prosperity of the South, adds to the wealth and prosperity
of the North and of the whole country.
To about twelve millions of peoplp. living south of the 37th parall el,
the line of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific is of no practical valu e.
These inhabitants of the South and Southwest will have to travel and
send freight from five to eight hundred miles to reach the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific at Omaha, then to meet with the notoriously
exorbitant rates which now burden and embarrass those more accessible to that line, and which a 'great monopoly, unrestrained by
the salutary checks of competition and proper legislat~ve restrictions,
is too prone to exact. But if the rates over that line were all that
the public could reasonably require, the remoteness of the South a11d
Southwest would practically debar the people living in those sections
from the benefits of that great highway subsidized by the gm·ernment to an extent and in a manner before or since unknown to our
legislation. It has grown so powerful as to defy the law of its creation and the remonstrances of an oppressed and helpless public. It bas
so used the magnificent endowment with which the government bas
enriched it that prudent men are fearful, and hesitate to risk any government aid in affording the only ~ffectual remedy against its power and
exactions, to wit, the establishment of competing lines, over which the
government shall retain and exercise a supervision and control which
will render impossible the abuses which the government and the public
both suffer at the hands of this seemingly irresponsible monopoly. It
would far exceed the proper limits of this report to go into a history of the
legislation out of which grew the g·teatmonopolyrepresented by the Union
and Central Pacific, but real1y controlled by and in the interest of a syndicate of capitalists composed of only a few men. But the lesson which
practical wisdom should draw therefrom is, not· that Congress should
timidly surrender the interestsoftbis great people because mistakes have
been made, but by wise and judicious legislation to remedy those mistakes
and to secure to the people and to the commercial interests of this country
those connections which the general welfare demands. But aU a,buses
and extortions out of the question, no one at all acquainted with the
. w::-mts of our people and the demands of our increasing commPrce can
fail to see that it is impossible for a single line of mil way to answer the
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purposes of trade and travel. Our trade with India, China, Japan, and
Australia must and will, uuder a judicious system of commercial intercourse, greatly expand, to say nothing of the growing demands of our
home commerce. as our popnlation increases and our resources are developed. It will be simply impossible for oue line to do the business,
under the most favorable conditions. A11d when we take into consideration the fact that for several months in the Jear snow-drifts seriously
impede the trains on the line now in operation, its inability to meet the
growing demands of foreign and d0mestic travel and traffic becomes
more apparent.
As a simple measum of econom5, the government, in the management
of its military, Indian, and postal ::~ffairs, could well afford to expencl
more iu the construction of the line proposed by this bill than it is
asked to guarantee. The rates of transportation charged on the present
Pacific connection are admitted on all sides to be high. Yet the reports
of the Quartermaster-General show tllat the saving to the government
on that line, in railroad over tlle former mode of transportation b,v
wagons, bas been 75 per cent. and that for the two years preceding
June 30. 1874, this sa,·ing amounted to about $2,000,000 per annum.
Now, when the fact is taken into account that between thirty artd forty
military posts, and eleven regiments of United States soldiers, nearly
half the entire .Army, would draw their supplies from the Texas-Pacific
Railway; and the fnrther fact that during the years 1865, '66, '67 the
government actually paid $16,627,92~.47, or more than five and a half
millions annually, for maintaining a military force in Arizona and New
Mexico-not including the expense of Indian agencies, supplies, ortransportation of mails and stores-the conclusion is irresistible and unanswerable that the government would save more than the maximum
liability to be assumed under the provisions of this bill. If this be
true-and the committee submit that it cannot be controverted successfully-the argument against the enterprise, based on the idea that it is
a raid upon the Treasury, disappears.
The building of the proposed road would in all probability, at no·
very distant day, change the heavy expense of a military establisllment
in Western Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona into absolute revenue
from a prosperous and wealth-creating people. J.Jate discoveries and
explorations in these Territories indicate au amount of mineral wealth
equal to that of any section in the Western country, treasures that
would be rapidly developed through the presence and agency of a railroad. Tlle proximity of tbis line of railway to the States of old Mexico should not be OYerlooked. Onr manufactarers of woolen and cotton goods, macllinery, agricultural implements, &c., ought uaturally
to supply the Mexican population of between seven and eight ruillious
with those articlc.•R, anp. would, before a great while, do so, if tbiH lineof road should be constructed. Tlw new markets that wonld thus be
opened up to the enterprise and energy of the American people would
prove a most prolific source of wealth. At present, English merchants.
from tlle coast supply the people of Mexico and enjoy a monoply of the
trade. 'fhe infiueuce which this great line of rail way woul<l exert in
promoting peaceful relations with our siRter republic, in solving tlle
Indian qut>stion, and the protection it would afford to our Mexican frontier and tlle Pacific coast in case of a foreign war, can hardly be m~er
estimated.
It is now apparent that, with adequate facilities for transportation,
the American continent must become the great highway between thecotmtriPs of Europe and China and Japan. 'fhe distance between San
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Diego, on the Pacific coast, and the Southern ports 9f the Atlantic, is
nearly one thousand miles less than the distance between San Francisco and New York on existing lines. But for our unfortunate civil
disturbances, there can be little doubt that the first transcontinental
line of rail way constructed would have been on or near the 32d parallel. This was the line on which public opinion had settled as the one to
be constructed. It was the shortest route between the two oceans;
there was less elevation to be overcome; the material for construction was
of easy access, and abundant ; the climate was far more favorable than
on any other route, being free from the obstructions of snow and ice
which must always form serious obstacles on more Northern lines. The
debates in Congress on the" Gadsden purchase," by which the United
States, in 1853, acquired from Mexico 100,000 square miles of territory,
at the large price of $10,000,000, shows tbat one of the main considerations that induced the government to make that purchase was the fact
that through this territory the cheapest and most practicable route for
a great transcontinental line of railway could be obtained. The loss of
this great highway, which would have opened to the whole Mi~sissippi
Valley the trade of India, China, Japan, Australia, and the markets of
l\Iexico, may be set down to-day as not the least item of loss which the
South and Southwest, and indeed the whole country, su~tained by the war.
The great superiority of this route m~ er all other transcontinental lines of
railway has, with the return of peace, again attracted public attention
to it. Your committee, surveying the dt>mands of commerce, foreign
and domestic, at no distant day, and the superior advantages of this
route, can come to no other concluRion than that its construction is
only a question of time. It must and 'Will be built. There never was a
more opportune time than the present for Congress to lend the needed
assistance to push it to a speedy completion. The practical influence
of such an agency in reviving industry and stimulating settlement, in
a time of such great and general depression as the present, should not
be overlooked or underestimated. It cannot be denied that the vigorous
prosecution of so great a national work would do much to relieve the
labor and financial famine of the country by giving employment to
multitudes and putting large amounts of idle capital into active circulation.
But your committee must not fail to call more special attention
to one of the securities provided to save the government from loss.
The entire net earnings of the road, as has been seen, are to be applied, if necessary, to the payment of the guaranteed interest. Notwithstanding the great cost of the line on the 42d parallel, and its
threatened or actual obstruction several months in the year, its net
earnings for eight years ending June 30, 1877, were in round numbers
$87,000,000, the greater portion of which was derived from its local traffic.
The amount per mile guaranteed by the government under this bill is
less than one-third the amount of net earnings per mile on the Union
Pacific line. The whole of the land-grant, as bas been seen, given by
former legislation to this road, if' reconveyed to the government, and
<me-half the proceeds of the sale of said ·lands is to be applied to the
payment of the guaranteed interest. So it will be observed that the
guarantee of the government is not asked in addition to the land-grant.
Your committee have examined the proposition of the Southern Pacific Company to take the land-grant given to the Texas Pacific, and without further aid to construct a road from Fort Yuma to El Paso, on the Rio
Grande. This proposition assumes that the Texas Pacific has forfeited
its land·grant by a failure to construct the number of miles per annum
required to be built. It is not pretended, and indeed cannot be, that
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the ten years given by the act of May 2, 1872, for the completion of the
eutire road have elapsed. This time will not expire until May, 1882.
To say the least of it, it is a matter of great doubt whet.lter Congress
would have the legal right to declare the grant forfeited so long in anticipation of the expiration of the time given for the completion of the
entire line. It would certainly be a very harsh exercise of that power,
if Congress has it, to tlms deprive a company of the aid given which
had struggled through a great financial crisis, and in good faith had
made every effort in its power to complete the work and all its sections as prescribe.J in the law. The proposition to declare this grant
forfeited comes from the Southern Pacific, a railroad company chartered by the State of Caiifornia. Your committee have no doubt
that the Southern Pacific is controlled by the same parties who
control the Central Pacific. Sixteen persons own the $36,763,900 of
reported paid up capital of the Southern Pacific. .All these persons are
shareholders in the Central Pacific, ex~ept four. Four of the seven (a
majority) of the directors of the Southern Pacific are shareholders of
the Central Pacific. Nearly the whole line of the Southern Pacific is
operated by the Central Pacific. Your committee, therefore, regard
the proposition of the Southern Pacific, as evidenced by the bill introduced and referred to this committee, as an effort on the part of the
Central Pacific to defeat tbe building of a transcontinental rail way
which will compete with that line. The idea that the Central Pacific
should desire to build a line to compete with the one they have
already in operation is one that cannot be seriously entertained
until we are prepared to accept the proposition that shrewd business
men will work adversely to their own interest. Your committee
would regard the acceptance by Congress of the proposition of the
Southern Pacific as the death-blow to a competing transcontinental railway on the line of the 32d parallel. To give the Central Pacific control
of the western end of the Texas Pacific, with terminal facilities on the
Pacific coast, that mammoth company now owning every other avenue
to the Pacific coast within the limits of the State of California,. would
be to defeat the main object of the whole enterprise, to wit, the building of a great competing line to the Pacific, under the supervision aud
control of the government. The proposition of the Southern Pacific,
it must be observed, while it proposes to take the whole land-grant,
does uot em brace the building of the road farther east than the Rio
Grande. From that point, if in good faith they mean ever to reach
that point, they may seek connections to the northeast, with the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Road, or southeast, with the Gulf of Mexico.
It does not propose to build to the Mississippi River, or to meet any line
now built to that river connecting with roads ~unuing to the Southern Atlantic ports. From El Paso, the eastern terminus of the line which the
Southern Pacific proposes to bui.ld with the land-grant which Congress is
asked to take from the Texas Pacific, and Fort Worth, the present western
terminus of the Texas Pacific, is a distance of some six hundred miles.
From El Paso to the Mississippi River is nearly one thousand miles.
Should the intervening gaps between El Paso and the Mississippi be filled
up by private enterprise the question would arise as to the power of Congress to control the private interests in the corporations owning the intermediate lines, and thus the salutary power of Congress over a great
competing transcontinental line might be frustrated or rendered of no
practical avail. It would also be a question whether Congress would
have any right to impress upon the line or lines east of El Paso, constructed with private capital, the character of a military postal route,
with preferences to the government in their use.
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By its charter the Texas Pacific is authorized and empowered to constrnct a continuous railroad from Marshall, Texa~, to San Diego. The
termini of tl.Je road are thus fixed positively; the character of the road
is also fixed, to wit, a continuous line between its established termini,
to be used, controlled, and operated by one company. The amended
charter, after providing that a certain number of miles shall be built each
year, the whole to be completed in ten years, proceeds in the words following: "And ut~on failure to so complete it, Congress may adopt such
measures as it mcty deem necessary and proper to secure its speedy com·
p1etion." Now, under this clause it is claimed that Congress not only
has the right to take awa.y from the Texas Pacific its land-grant and
~dvP. it to another company, but al~o to allow said other company to
cha11ge the character of the road as one continuous line to be operated
by one company between the termini named, and to changE> the termini
themseh,.es. Under the quoted clause no such right can be. found. The
power is there given, not to build another road of a different char;tcter
and with different termini, not to have different connecting lines under
the control of different companies, but to take necessary aud proper
steps to secure the speedy building of that identical road, with its eastern terminus at Marshall aud its western at San Diego, the whole to
be a continuous line operated by one company. The proposition of the
Southern Pacific, as em bodied in the bill referred to your committee,
does not contemplate the construction of a road to San Diego and reaching· the fine harbor there, at all, nor does it contemplate reaching Marshall, Texas, unless the Texas Pacific, or some otlwr company or companies, by means of private capital, should build a road westward to El
Paso. Your committee more tban doubt the legal right of Congress to
do what is asked by the Southel'n Pacific, and when the proposition ot
said company is offered as a means of obtaining a great competiug transcontinental line on or near the 32d parallel, your committee believe that
the acceptance of that offer would most effectually defeat the construction of any such line.
Another question which your committee would notice is the constitutionality of the measur·e, on which they do not propose to incumber
this report with a lengthy argument. Whatever diversity of opinion
tl.Jere may have been in the earl.Y period of our history as to the constitutional power of Congress over the subject of government aid to internal improvements, no one now disputes that the government bas a rigllt
to build military and post roads. 'rhe fathers of the republic, and her
most eminent statesmen, representing different theories of government
and adverse political opinions, have all conceded this power. To hold
that the government cannot combine with private capital, retaining its
general control over the work when completed, and to call to its aid individual enterprise and energy in securing a great national highway
deemed essential to its interest and the security and prosperity of the
country, would be to deny to the government the employment of what
it might conceive to lle the cheapest, most expeditions, and most efficacious means of accomplishing an object clearly and confessedly within
the limits of the c.onstitutional power. Your committee think that the
Supreme Court of the United States, in a recent decision, in the case
of the Union Pacific Railway Company vs. The United States, has dispelled whatever doubt may have lingered upon this subject.
In reference to the eastern extension to the Mississippi River, tile bill
provides that, in order to do equal aud exact justice as far as may be
to all sections of the country to be more immediately affected by the
road, it shall be the duty of the President of the United States, within
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sixty days after the passage of the act, to appoint five commissioners,
three of whom shall be the three engineer officers of the United States
Army highest in rank, and two of whom shall be---, and all of whom
shall be wholly free from all personal or corporate interest in any of the
proposed routes between Texas and the Mississippi River, and in any
railroad company from any point on or connecting with the Mississippi
River and the Atlantic or Gulf coast. It is made the duty of said
commissioners to examine the various proposed routes between the Mississippi River and the present constructed road of the Texas Pacific
Railway Company, and, after considering all questions of cost, distance,
and transportation, and having in view also a good and eligible connection with the Atlant.ic seaboard, and the promotion of our foreign
as well as domestic trade and commerce, to report where, in their judgment, the proposed addition eastward of the line of the Texas Pacific
shall connect with the present line, and where it ~hall connect with the
Mississippi River, said connection with the Mississippi River to be at a
point on the same not farther north than the city of Memphis, Tenn.; and
their report, if approved by the President, shall be final and conclusive
in fixing the location of the eastern extension to the Mississippi River.
The eastern terminus is to be on the eastern bank of the Mississippi
River, and the river is to be crossed either by a bridge or on proper
boats. No guarantee of interest whatever is given on the eastern
extension of the line to the Mississippi, but the company is required to
construct, or purchase lines already constructed, at the rate of not less
than fifty miles per annum, after the location of the line is determined
upon, under the penalty of a forfeiture of all right to the government
guarantee of interest on bonds, for so much of the line between Fort Worth
and San Diego as may remain unconstructed at the time of such default.
In justice to all portions of that section of the country through or near
which this line is to pass, or which are deeply interested in connections
with the Atlantic seaboard, your committee have deemed it best to leave
the point of crossing the Mississippi River an open question, to be settled
as above indicated, only providing that said crossing shall not be fixed
farther north than Memphis, Tenn., making it emphatically a Southern
line, and at the same time national in character.
In conclusion, the committee deem it not inappropriate to advert to
the fact that there is a large measure of justice due to the South and
Southwest. Three States of the South, Virginia, North Carolina, and
Georgia, gave to the United States 180,000,000 of acres of land which
now comprise the great States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. When we compare what the
donors of this imperial domain and their Southern sisters have received
from the sale of those lands and from government bounty, with what
has been so lavishly bestowed on other sections of the country, we cannot bring ourselves to believe that this inequality will be continued and
perpetuated by giving to the Northern ~ections of the country two great
highways to the Pacific, and denying to the South the moderate and
reasonable aid asked in this bill to construct a line which will give her
people the benefits of a like connection.
The bill recommended by the committee is the same, with some
amendments, as that introduced by the Ron. A. H. St~phens, of Georgia.
In reference to the other bills referred to the committee, providing for
the building of this line, the committee deem it sufficient to say that
they have given them all due consideration, and present this bill in lieu
of all others upon the subject.
H. Rep. 619-2
0

